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ARIEL
“I come to answer thy best pleasure.” TheTempest Act1 Sci

Happy Easter]  Greetings from Newport to Kutaisi and all our friends there.

Again welcome 1o another edition of ARIEL and hope very much that it makes for inferesting reading. Our first
issue, last Ociober, met with great approval which encouraged us 1o confinue and hopefully 1o bulid on our expenence
so that each issue will improve — well that's the plan!!

Our huge thanks to everyone who has contributed this time. We know how busy everyone is but
perhaps on reading this issue it will inspire others out there to join in. We welcome any articles,
news items or perhaps transcripts from radio programmes, as we have done this time. Permission
seems 10 be very gladly given to use this type of material.

Remember without your help there would be no ARIEL |

N.K.T.A. Officers for 2001

Chair: Bernard Tyson
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Aled Singleton — know how.
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Rosemary Butier AM

Rosemary said she felt she was lucky to be the
Mayor when the twinning agreement was mooted.
She remembered the initial visit with the Leader
of Newport Council, Harry Jones, the Chief
Executive and the leader of the Conservatives,
They did not really understand how Kutaisi had
chosen us but soon realised when they got there
that a tremendous amount of homework had
been done and a lot was known about Newpori.
The delegation had been amazed to be the
centre of media attention on arrival in Thilisi,
including TV cameras!

Rosemary was impressed with the importance
attached to the link with Newport when an inter-
national telephone exchange was installed
in Kutaisi. Once visited, she said, Kutaisi was
never forgotten and she saw the signing of the
twinning agreement as a personal commitment to
the people there.

She paid tribute to others she felt had been vital
to the success of the twinning. Caroline's visit,
including her heroic adventure in travelling via
Moscow in the snow, to assure the parents of the
safety of their children if they came here had
been vital. Derek had been a wonderful letter
writer and a father figure to the students who had
visited. She wished to thank him personally and
on behalf of the Association.

on the support given by UWCN to the NKTA and
KSU, providing many opportunities including heip
with the organisation of study, She paid a tribute
to the astonishing response of the English dept.
bearing in mind the limitations on resources.

A business centre had been set up by Newponr
council through the TACIS programme, where
Brian Adcock had been invaluable. When the first
elections were held in Georgia she and Derek
were proud to be invited as the international ob-
servers in Kutaisi, even more so when they real-
ised their counterpart in Tbilisi was Richard

Nixan!

When Kutaisi celebrated its 1,000 years of history
she was delighted when, amids! an illustrious
gathering in the theatre, the name of Newport
was mentioned first for praise. She wished
to acknowledge the huge part played by Madonna —
"a formidable woman”. She was amazed by what
Madonna had achieved when recollecting the
huge difficulties faced, not being able to rely on
electricity or water.

She was touched by the faith the people of
Kutaisi placed in MNewport. The NKTA had

her life and her perspective on life; she
feit that the refationship had changed Newport
too. She noted that the NKTA included 1
honorary citizen of Kutaisi and 3 honorary
professors of KSU.

LR

On being told of the confirmation of the new arts
centre in Newport she expressed her view that it
would be marvellous to open the centre with a
Georgian week featuring the excellent IMEDI and
other talented young people of Kutaisi.

Returning to the recognition of other contribu-
tions, she praised the part played by Mel Harris
and Professor Ken Overshott. She commented

Derek Butler, Bernard Tyson, Richard Atkin, Catharine Philpott, Mike Singlaton, Helen Forshaw, Msl Hamis,
Tim Forshaw, Vera Brown, Jan Tyson, Eleanor Gower, Joan Edwards, Gienys Day, Beryl Harris, Clare Watking,
David Mindiashevili, Dr. Russell Rees. Jennifer Maylin, Dr Clive Day, Brian Maylin,

Seated L to &© Mayoress O, Daly, Mayor G. Daly, Rosemary Butier AM. Caroline McLachian

She would be honoured to add the platter given
by the Association to her prized collection of

Georpgian ones.

Although she could no longer play the former part
she played in NKTA she would be proud to remain a
member, she was pleased to see the new blood en-
suring the future of the Association,




A Summary of
Newport Kutaisi Twinning Association
AGM 20" June 2001

Chairman Bernard Tyson reported on:

- The visit by the Delegation from Kutaisi
State University to UWCN.

. The presentation of an Honorary Professor-
ship of KSU to Professor K. Overshott. A
very happy occasion that celebrated the excellent
links between the two Universities.

. The presentation made to Rosemary Butler
AM by the President of the Association the
Mayor of Newport in recognition of the ten
years she gave as Chair of NKTA.

. The visit by two students from Kutaisi who
plan to continue a further period of study at
the UWCN in the coming year.

. The return wvisit of a former student who
now resides in America.

- The first two publications of Ariel,
NKTA's new journal.

. Newport CBC having issued an invitation to
the Mayor of Kutaisi and his Civic Delega-

tion to celebrate the 10™ Anniversary of the
Twinning in Newport.

. NKTA having issued a parallel invitation to

the sister Association in Kutaisi.
The Officers for 2001-2002.
Chair: Bernard Tyson
Vice Chair: Caroline McLachlan
Secretary: era Brown
Treasurer. Rod MclLeod
Membership Sec: Pat Wright
Publicity Officer: Mike Singleton
Journal Editors: Catherine Philpott

Mike Singleton
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UWCN VISIT TO GEORGIA
9-15 MARCH 2001

During March 2001, John Roberts - Tempus Tacis
attended the Final Dissemination conference
of the Tempus Tacis project with Kutaisi
State University.

This is a brief account of that visit by Paul Relf.

This was my first visit to Eastern Europe, and
despite the many stories relayed by UWCN
staff who have travelled to Georgia during the
Tempus project, | was overwhelmed by the
warmth of greeting, and outstanding hospitality
shown by our colleagues from KSU From the
moment we arrived at 5am on Saturday 10
March, we were treated to a packed programme
of work and entertainment, including a visit to
the Vani archaeological site and museum, a
stunning performance of the ‘Imedi’, and a visit
to the tranquil Gelati monastery.

The main purpose of the visit was to attend the Fi-
nal Dissemination conference of the Tempus proj-
ect which took place on the Monday of our visit. In
two years a great deal of work was carried on by
both sides in developing new ways of looking at
organisation and curriculum. Also the new Alumm
association was launched, and Georgian Presi-
dent Mr Eduard Shevardnaze has already agreed
to become a member, as one of the more well-
known of KSU's graduates. While there is stil
much work to be done, it was pleasing lo see how
far KSU has come in a very short space of time

Display board showing the work of the TACIS project



As this was the first intemational conference organised
by KSU, | was very impressed with the excellent job
KSU staff did of organising the vanous conference ma-
terials, preparing the conference room, and oo
ordinating the range of speakers from KSU, UWCN, the
European Commission representation from Thbilisi,
and local Kutaisi representatives. | should also
mention the warm words of the Rector in relation

invited to sit in on a teacher training course, where
presentations were given by student teachers on
pedagogical techniques, supervised by Professor-
Madonna Megrelishvili and Baia Koguashvili. The
presentations were of a very high standard, and
we were invited to participate in the group discus-
sions following each presentation. The Western
European delegation were not an easy audience,

to the importance of the Newport-Kutaisi Associa-
tion as the foundation of the co-operation between
UWCN and KSU, and the input of Mrs Rosemary
Butler

The conference was also attended by our second
partner on the project Mr Alouis Ter Haar of Fontys
College, Eindhoven. It was aiso pleasing Io see new
partners to KSU in attendance from Turkey and Bel-
gium. The whole proceeding was captured by video
camera, and KSU wil be forwarding a copy o
UWCN in due course.

The conference was rounded off by a subslantial
evening banquet, at which | was fully inducted into
the many interesting aspects of Georgian culture,
including the tamada and the Georgian cuisine.
As the evening drew on, we were also treated to
some interesting Georgian dancing - not quite the
same as the Imedi, but nevertheless an inleresl-
ing spectacle

| was particularly impressed by the English-
speaking club, who held a special event for John,

and Alouis on the Wednesday of the visiL
The enthusiasm and confidence of the students is
surely the key to the future success of Georgia,
and | was impressed by the high standard of Eng-
lish demonstrated by the speakers. We were also

L Mr. Vakhtang Amaglobeli, Mr. John Roberls. Ms. Nino Kalalozi, Ms. Baia Arseniize,
Mr. David Tkeshelashvili, Ms. Malvina Dawituliand, Mr. Paul Relf,
Mr. Alouis Ter Haar ( from their Duich partner Fontys Intemational)

but the students coped well with our difficult ques-
tions. On my return to Wales, and compiling the final
report on the Tempus project, on a personal level |
must admit lo mixed emotions regarding my expen-
ence of Georgia. | am very thankful for the opporiu-
nity | had to visit Kutaisi, and pleased o say | have
made some new friends, which | hope to visit again
in the coming years. During the drive from Thilisi to
Kutaisi we passed through many derelict villages and
industries - Georgia faces many problems. However,
| am convinced that co-operation such as that be-
tween our Universities, and the longer-standing co-
operation between Newport and Kutaisi is a heipful
step towards the future development of Georgia

For information, the new KSU website is now on-

iine at http://KSU.gateway.gel

Along with a wide range of information about KSU,
a report on the Tempus Tacis dissemination con-
ference has been posted lo the 'news’ section
The website also displays the new KSU logo, de-
veloped as part of the project work with UWCN.



The Caves of Kolzhid, Mt. Sataplia
"The Honey Mountain®.

Spectacular stalactites hanging from the roofs of the
Kolzhid caves

A highlight of my recent visit to Kutaisi at
the end of May was a visit to the site at
Kolzhid. It is situated in the mountains
above Kutaisi at the end of a lengthy trav-
erse (although the Bradt guide says itis 6
km) of some of the more demanding of
the roads in the region, arduous enough
to challenge the very capable Mercedes
we travelled in.

First of all we were given a guided tour of the
caves. A Kutaisi teacher discovered these In
1625, They are well illuminated, with substantial
concrete paths. One of the most impressive fea-
tures is “The Stone Heart" - a huge stalagmite,
formed over more years than my maths or imagt-
nation could handle: | felt we humans are little
more than one of the drops of water which have
accumulated so aesthetically. It is quite a thought
to consider that one day, after millions of years,
the “Heart” will form a solid column - when we
shall long have vanished. The caves are also
thought to have a therapeutic effect on sufferers
from bronchial asthma

After emerging from the caves we were intro-
duced to the Director. As usual the first mention
of “Mewport” brought a response, this word
seems to have a magical power. An assistan! was
sen! somewhere, re-appearing with precious
commodities, a guide to the caverns and a set of
postcards. These were from the Soviet era and
consequently were in Russian. | have them in safe
keeping and would weicome the chance of passing
them to any member who has access to a Russian
speaker who could transiate them for us

The main attraction for me though were the dino-
saur footprints, my appetite had been whetted by
the charming topiary in front of the offices of the
director. A short distance down the mountainside
we came upon the site. Skewed at a steep angle
on the mountainside was the trall of prints. A
number of amazed thoughts filled my mind: how
is it that one day a number of immense creatures
walked across a stretch of muddy ground and by
total chance those prints were preserved? Later
the whole piece of ground, now turned into rock,
was lifted thousands of feet into the air and then
tilted at a crazy angle so that it is now al the top of
a mountain. Finally, the rocks covering those
prints becomes removed and they are then visible

Dinosaur's foolprini bul nol the Dinosaur's fool!

for creatures on a much smaller scale to see. |
was told that these prints were amongst the best
half dozen such in the world. If you get a chance
to go and see them - grab it!

Mike Singleton



hen the twanning of Kutasi with Newpon

was first establshed t was soon clear that

Georgia and Wales had several features n

common. They were both small countnes
that had been invaded over many centunes but had
mantaned thes cultural dentibes with their own lan-
guages (and in Georgia their unique script) and
traditions

The essentals of these radions were embodied n wo
iterary products viz. the Georgian “Knight in a Panther

The former is a long heroic poem writen by Shotl Rus-
tavell n the iate twelfth century  The namatve s long
and complicated but in essence describes the search by
AVTANDIL. a hero in the lands east of Georga, for the
kmight TARIEL . He in tum is seeking his beloved NES-
TAN-DAREJAN who has been kidnapped and dsap-
peared The two knights became close fnends and, af-
ter many adventures. all is resolved so that TARIEL and
fws love ascend the throne of Inda whilst AVTANDIL
and his TINATIN reign over Arabia

The Mabnogion, by contrast. consists of eleven prose
tales in Welsh, collected into two fourteenth century
manuscrpts, though the stones hemselves are of a
very much earker ongin.  There s great diversity in the
stones, which cannot be read as a single inear nama-
tve However there are elements of unity within them
as the four ‘branches’ of the Mabinogion proper deal
with the bith, explots. mprsonment and death of a
great hero PRYDER!  Many of the remaning tales deal
with Arthurian romances looking back o an earker age

Although no different to form, structure and authorship
the works serve as vehicles for the expression of some
of the essential charactensiics of thew native peoples.
For the Georgians ther epc heiped 1o keep alive their
culture over centuries of oppression. The poem was an
nspraton 1o the peasantry and the nobility and s today
a required element in the school cumculum. The work,
whilst describing adventures, celebrates herosm, fnend-
ship, courage and loyalty imerwoven with the joys of
physical passion set against a nch background of wealth
within a framework where Chnstians, Jews and Musims
Ived in harmony

The Mabinogion, though treasured in Wielsh as a monu-
ment to a history of herosm and myth, has not existed
as a rallying point for the nation's pnde and emobtons
The term itsell was not used until the nineteenth century
when Lady Chariotte Guest introduced it in her

transiabon of the works nto Engiish. The tales have no

the KNichT éc ThE ODRAGON

known authors and are the result of tales told by bards
from the sith o the fifleenth centuries  The siories, as
with the Georgian Knight deal with the expiotts of great
heroes undertaking dangerous adventures  Often these
heroes are involved in acts where the boundanes be-
tween the human and spint world are biumed. A gant
can ford the Insh Sea, a magic cauldron can bang a
man back 1o ife. there s a bag that cannct be filled and
a maden s made out of flowers Within this mysbcal
setting the heroes express a ife where friendship, brav-
ery, loyalty and cruelty all exast within a context of song,
carousal and passion

For modem Georgians the Knight n a Panther Skin s a
powerful reminder of ther long cultural hestory which
has underpinned much of their national character To-
day many features are reflecbons of earfer charactens-
tics of the people.  They treasure the strength of family
tes, friendship and loyalty are part of their lives
courtesy to visitors is incumbent on all as is a
strong sense of patriotism and reverence for the
past. But all of these elements are given ex-
pression in a joyous exirovert manner with
lavish language and dynamic song and
dance

in Wales the Mabinogion has much more limited
currency among the majority of the people — and
then only in transiation Despite this, there are still
features in Weish Society that mirror some
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strong attachment to family ties and the land
which is identified as home, there is still a strong
conse of loyalty to friends and past and present
heroes often expressed in extrovert and emotional
terms of language and MusiC
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However, anyone who has enjoyed hospitality
Kutaisi when the wine has flowed and the singing
and dancing have started will have found il easy
to imagine oneself at home, Georgians are warm
exuberant, emotional friends who share with the
Welsh views on life and how it should be lived



Second in the series of articles by Mike Singleton giving
a bria! oulline of the history ol Georgia

Part Il: Into the First Millennium

David Il ruled in the second part of the 10" century.
He freed more provinces from the Arabs and began
the unification of the Georgian lands. His adopted son
Bagrati Bagration completed the unification with the
exceplion of the Thilisi emirate. The first king of united
Georgia bore the titte "King of the Abkhazians. Kart-
vels, Hers and Kakhs®. Kutaisi was the capital.

The so-called "Great Turkish Conguesis® started in
1080. Only a small part of Western Georgia escaped
the destruction. King Giorgi 11 (1072-1088) had to pay
tribute to the Sultan. The throne was passed lo
Giorgi's 16 year old son David known as David the
Builder (1089- 1125), possibly the greatest monarch in
Georgian history Personally leading his loyal forces he
gradually expelied the Turks from Kartli. On August 12,
1121 King David 1V won a decisive viclory and moved
the capital to Thilisi. He died on January 24, 1125,

%

During the reign of Queen Tamar (1184- 1213), the
great granddaughter of King David, the Georgian king-
dom reached the apex of its political might This was
the era of great building projects such as Gelali and
Vardzia and the flourishing of a literary tradition re-
vered fo this day It was to Queen Tamar thal Shota
Rustaveli his great epic poem, “The Knight in the Ti-
gers Skin®, a poem exemplifying all the virtues of chiv-
alry and honour that were celebrated throughout the
expanded Georgian kingdom

During the reign nfhlrhu‘g
Giorgi 1V Lasha (1212- 1223) ;H

heavy burden of taxation. Giorgi
V (1314- 1346) drove the Mon-
gols out. However, the first of S
Tamerane's 8 invasions in 1386 'ui!ﬁl[t.'
prevented any possible second _ .5 " o
goiden age Rors

In 1453 the Turks seized Con-

slantinople. The Peace of
Amasia in 1556 between the
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Turks and the Persians divided Georgia into spheres
of influence, giving the west to Turkey and the east to
ran. Turkish and lranian invasions became almos!
permanent. From 1632 to 1744 the shahs of lran put
Islamised Bagrationis on the throne of Kartli. Attempls
to co-operate with Russia in this period failed and were
%

In 1723 Turkish troops invaded Karth In 1752 Solo-
mon 1 reigned in Imereti. He defeated the Turks; he
banned slave trading and raised the standard of living
of his subjects. The attempts of Irakli 11 and Solomon
1 to use Russian forces during the Russo-Turkish war
of 1768-1774 in order 10 free themselves complefely
form Turkish and Iranian control failed On July
24,1783 Russia and Georgia signed the Treaty of
Georgievsk which made Karti- Khakheti a Russian
proteciorate. Russia did not live up to the terms of that
treaty which led to a Persian invasion in 1785 when
they demanded the renunciabion of the treaty. On the
battiefield of Krsanisi 5000 Georgians were de-
feated by 35,000 Persians. Tbilisi was destroyed
and the population ruthlessly massacred
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Al this year's Singer of the World Com-
petition organised by BBC Wales and
held biennially at St David's Hall, Cardiff
and representing Georgia was a young
mezzo-soprano, Anna Kiknadze

The internationally known event is consid-
ered to be the ‘jewel in the crown’ of BBC
Music Wales and it attracts more than five
hundred applicants from around the world
with eventually only fifty chosen to com-
pete

Anna, a graduate of Tbilis| State Conser-
vatoire and currently a member of the
Marinsky Theatre of St Pelersburg, de-
lighted a large and appreciative audience
with a fine performance of works ranging
from Donizelli to Tchaikovsky.

Anna's compatriots felt justly proud of win-
ning an award in the preliminary round
Although Anna did not feature in the finals
evening many people, including critics, felt
that she merited special recognition

Many congratulations go to Anna and our
best wishes for her continued success
from the people of Newport.

21y
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The fine fagade of the Opera House Thilisi.

A member of the NKTA has given her own re-
sponse to this important musical evenl

There was an exciting week's music to be
heard at the 2001 Cardiff ‘Singer of the World'
Competition held in St David's Hall last June
Always, for me, an exhilarating and interesting
event in the musical calendar! This year my
friends and | decided to apply for the full pro-
gramme, twenty-five performances in total!

Anna Kiknadze featured as one of my favourite
performers with her fine mezzo-soprano voice
technique and emotional interpretation Her
winning performance included anas from
'Samson & Delilan’ and "La Favonla as well as
traditional songs from her homeland

During the interval everyone debated the merits
of each performance and we were delighted
that the adjudicators decision coincided with
ours — Anna's!!

| was equally pleased to congratulate bnefly the
distinguished Larissa Gergieva who accompa-
nied Anna and other young professional sing-
ers trained at the Kirov

Hopefully we shall hear Anna Kiknadze sing
again in Brtain — what about inviting her o
Newport?

Our Georgian friends may share with us a keen
interest in competition. In Wales it is especially
evident at the Royal National Eisteddfod  In the
meantime there are two years to wait before
the next 'Singer of the World' here in Cardiff

Elizabeth Joan Edwards

[
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CHE GEORGIAN ALPHABET
by

Kod Macled

This was not the case with my next encounter at
university, where | studied Arabic. With Arabic |
could discern no similarity to European aiphabets
at all. It does not even run in the same direction,
which leads to the question of how anyone de-
cides which end of the line to start at. Indeed the
ancient Greeks on occasions wrote "as the oxen
mh'.mammmumamuﬂm
the line, write to the other end, and then star

from that end on the line below, writing back-
wards to the original starting point. It's enough 1o
make anyone go cross-eyed

Since then | have also learnt the cyrilic alphabet,
much of which is based on the Greek alphabet,
though not quite so many letters are familiar to a
Western reader.



Amazingly legend has it that St Mesrob also in-
the Armenian and Albanian alphabets as
well. If this is so he must have been a very erudite
man, but you have to wonder why he was not sat-
with one alphabet for all three languages.
Another theory is that these alphabets were de-
rived from Aramaic, though this is not incompati-
ble with its invention

writings. The "Mkhedrul” is a later version, proba-
from a cursive form of Khutsun,
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LETTERS FROM KUTAIST

From Maka Melkadze

Inthe spring of 2001 Kuinisi Newport
International Twinning Association
organised my vigit to-Newport for me
to gain work experience in Newport's
Civic Centre for eight weeks.

Professor Madonna Megrelishwvili and
Mry. Catherine Philpott did every-
thing to- arrange my visil to-the UK.
I'd like to- expressy my gratitude tor
bothv of thenu

The well-known British weather way
port and it did not leave me during
the entire jeven weeks.

With the recomumendation of Mr.
BrianAdcock I had the chance tor
work in the Architecty Department
and the Urban Development Depart-
ment which way very interesting and
gave me much to- develop my profes-
sonal skilly. I way takew tor yee build-
ing sites, towr areay scheduled. for fu-
tuwre and even crossed: the
River Usk on the Transporter

Bridge.

Catherine Philpott made my visgil very
bugy, seeing interesting placey and
With her help I met wonderful peop
including many membery of the Axo-
ciation who did everything for me
yo- that I spent  memorable week-
endy away. I saw different places of
interest yuch ay churchey and cathe-
draly and the lovely natwre of North
Wales, the Cambrian Mountming and
Anglesey. I went all around Waley
and the southern part of England.
But London made the greatest im-
pressionvon me. To see old and mod-
err architecture; vigiling mugewms

12



and exhibitions inv London way the
fulfilment of my dreams.

Especially I'd like to-mention my host

famidy Mr.& Mry Tinand Helen Forshaw.

To-live with - thesm was apleasure:

It was withthe help of Mr. & Mry: For-
shaw I gathered information and got
arv interview with Dr. Punt, Head of
Multimedia and Information Design
Department at UWCN. Fromthiy I
gained o place to- study for a Master's
Degree on thiy cowrye which I will stout
i September 2002.

People I met were very kind, friemdly
thing to- make my sty in Britairn in-
teresting and pleasant.

Thank yow all:

I'll remember my first visil (o Britain
adl my Life

Tirn & Helen Forshaw

To Mike from Maia Alavidge - Abduladge .

| know you'll be very glad to know that | am a
MOTHER. | am really proud and happy and know
you'll be happy for me. | have a boy. He is called
Marlen after his grandpa. | didn't really want the
name for him but there was some misunderstand-
ing. We were all expecting a gil who was supposed
to be called Mariam; when a boy appeared my hus-
band asked me to call him Marlin - | agreed. What-
ever his name all | want is for him 1o be healthy. He
is very lovely and looks like his father. Delivery was
not as difficult as | had expected. My husband was
as nervous as you were while your children were
born. He was next to me, calming me down and
helping me somehow

Now everything is OK. We are busy with our son
Bye for now. I'll be glad to have a word from you
Please give my love to everybody | know

Love Maia

Maia's second letter

| knew you would be glad. Of course you can
write about me in the newspaper, that's a greal
honour. Everybody will know about me and my
family. | will definitely send a photo of him later. |
don’t really know what else to write. He is very
calm, he only cries when he is hungry. The only
problem is that he hates io be left alone, he loves
you to talk to him all the time or hold him in your
hands. | am really very happy that he already rec-
ognises my voice and knows me. Maybe he
associates me with food as he is breastfeeding
Bye for now.

Best regards to your family and everybody | know,

Love Maia



Newy of Mark |

Following a course of chemotherapy in Septem-
ber Mark Rudiand underwent a successful
operation to remove the tumour from his ce-
sophagus.
MﬁmhmMmm.Mhmm
have some problems eating. He is increasingly
mobile and expects to be back playing tennis by
next spring. He is very pleased to see visitors but
muiﬂwmmmm:iinhcﬁm! He
has to be careful with his bronchial system. Just
phone to check he isn't off gallivanting some-
where.
Emmwimuarkallﬂuwyhulanda
speedy recovery

CP. M5

L

=

Delighted to hear of the birth o
Marlen, a son for Maia Alavidze-Abduladze
and Zurab Abduladze.

mmmmﬂmsmgummwmwm
partner Richard on the birth of their daughter
Beatrice Isabella Wells Jackaman on 14"
August weighing 8ib 1oz.

Rosemary & Derek Butler are proud grandparents
for the second time with the arrival of Beatrix
Elsie Fleur Needham 7lbs 140z a daughter for
Kate and Paul. Bomn 8" October, a sister for Oscar

Many congratulations.

PUBLICISING KUTAISI

As a result of an article in the South Wales Argus newspaper in which there was this picture below
of Bernard and Pat - there have been several enquiries made already

DISPLAY CASE IN NEWPORT LIBRARY

Regular visitors to Newport's Library have noticed a comer display on the staircase that contains
some familiar items. Thnmmamﬂbmmmmmmhmmhuh&wdm
Gﬂmgimhmkl,jewﬂﬂy.mmmﬂmHntwimboﬂhleantmum].Weamm
gMImMWhmwmmmdmhﬂﬂr:rdmammnhww
help with the display material in the future. The intention is to update it fairly regularly to give infor-
mation to the general public in Newport of all things Georgian.

Pat Wright

MWT@MWWWMWMFM.
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*EATING OUT IN |

Authoritative Georgians told me |
would discover a corner of Georgia
in London where | would find food
and a welcome usually associated
with back home.

| sat out to find this promised land. The
tube carned me from the buzz of central
London eastwards ftowards the area
where | grew up — the mystc east Of
Bethnal Green and beyond Il was here
ihat | found a gem!

| knew | was on a trip unlike anything | re-
memberad in my youth. A voice in those
days would announce over the Under
ground's speaker sysiem lhe name ol
stations amved at and that we werg [0
mind the gap’, now we are tolg thal the
drver's name i Paul and that he Is a
very nice man! This mateyness, even
by East End standards, is some
thing | do not recall

And so it was | found mysalf bobbing along the
road past the wondrous Museum of Chid
hood On past long forgotten lock-up shops
and car lols, over the Regents Canal wming &
fhs pont towerds a lbomng gasometsr and
mere | found ‘Little Georgia’ tucked
away on a cormer, overliooking the still
waters of one of London's canals

This one-time pub was rebuilt in 1909, as it pro-
claimed in an inscription which couild ba claarly

seen in letters cut in stone high on its front wall b
-Inl.'..-ugh once i I'EJ'L'.H'CE'G in the namea of The Sir L -{j“xg‘m._r“ﬂw.udh pait of he O8C
Walter Scoft’ it now seems very a la ‘The Old Vic Above -Tony Jones, ownar of Little Georpia

Top — Front of Litle Geongia® - nole (he okl namse



of soap fame Larger and iwer dOwn are now

paintad the words Litte Geoipia’ and hanging
from the wall above the heads of the passers by
& @ hugé wainul parhaps in noad of a bt ol 8
polish. that can be taken as Ma symbol of the
Gaorgian cuisine 10 ba found inside

Hare | met ts softly spoken owner, Tony Jones
with lamily roots in Tonypandy. Thiée years ago
just pefore Christmas he opened Nis restaurant
oftering food based on Gaorgian recipes

Ha told me of his intenest in Georglan cullure and
the axctament of all things Georgan He runs &
yenue whete you will find pictures of Georgian
fext gn 45 wals, Georgan cral-work dsplayed
dried pomegranates the md wines of Geongia
sspacially the Tamada Saperavi and Caucasus
vadey Matrassa and the food thal many of us
hive experenced — bul ofly in Kutas. Here ane
dishes such as Chakapull with amb Satsn
Shicken with its tangy walnut savce and Gupta
the Gaorgan dish of pork maatballs with herbs
spacy red pepper and omato sauoe

He toid me that the restaurant was enyng a
growing reputabon, Rt only with the locais Dot

Top el = lnhenor
Tap - Tomy oulsxie, sbove hangs iten grard WYRIALT
Boftown il = The Regond Lana!

aso with peopie comng from far and wwie across

London. They ame urged on Dy enfhusasiic reports
and revues found in Tme Oul he Good Food
Guige and the Lonely Planet, all extolhng he

dimifns Barm
A dining here

uUes

And what of the food? Sel before me was &
piate with huge sices of deiicious Khachapur
cold Ajabsandall and both & Spinach and a Beet-
ool Pkhali  All the n the aast end of Lonaon’ |
talked of the problems we faced when we a&
mmaled o cook khachapur. Tony's tp was hal
b found the mo of feta ard Noof Chieses helged
i acheve et parmcular tsle 5o cramossac of e
reashe rme] GRorgan Cheese USed n e /eone
Ktevar Gabashics o 'Litie Geaorpm s chel | was un
ahis o persumcn her out of her kichen &0 that |
could express my apprecaation of M COOKING
food that 5 haiping to bunld the residurant § repu
thon  I'd e 1o thank hes and Tony, o0, for tha
frne e Spant talling to me and fofr he wondertul
aftemoon - long to be remembDaned

| urpe anyone who find themsaives in Mat pan of
London, 1o make their way along the canal and
have an sxpenence of Georgian fare which wil
sarve 1o remind them of al the marvebous feasts
enpoyed n Kutasi

Tomy sore
Lt (e

sty Mawsr

ERE

WROTTER0T for e OF sy

Catharina Philpott







