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In this edition we celebrate one of the brightest spots in our recent unusu-
ally warm and long summer, the Caerleon Arts Festival, the brainchild of

Dr. Russell Rhys. Ten sculptures were produced inspired by Caerleon’s
fascinating history, embracing the Romans, and Arthurian mythology.

We continue to celebrate the Newport Ship, one of the best things 1o happen 1o
Newport. This totally unique vessel is a reminder of Newport's importance in
the mediaeval period. We are very grateful to Ron McCormick of the Newport
Ship organisation for his article, as atiractive to the readers this end as in
Kutaisi.

We conclude the world-famous saga of the ‘Knight in the Contents
Panther’s Skin' - it gets even more exciting! It is interest-

ing 1o see how different cultures in Europe use the same Caerleon Arts Festival..................
material, here we are amongst adventures of knights

every bit as compelling as any of those in the Arthurian )

myths. | was fascinated to see this when the puppeteers Ambassador Dines Out....................5
came early on in our twinning relationship. Our shared
roots go back thousands of years.

Newporf Ship..........cccoocevvnviennnn 8=8

We are very pleased to report interesting news of some

of the individuals who make the relationship be- i :

tween our two fair cities such a special one. It is es- Knight in the Panther’s Skin.........9 -10
sential that we get new blood into our Association

and it seems as if some of our young people are laking

this new-blood-thing very literally! Katie & Andrew................cccocoinannnn 11
We are delighted with the excellent contributions to this
Ariel and look forward to receiving many more, no matier NKTA Essay Competition................ 12
how small, to maintain our continuing story. We are also
very grateful for ideas, photos, reports details aboul rela- i i

tives and friends in Kutaisi and newspaper and magazine News & Leffers................
articles as well. MDs

Mike Singleton
catherine@philpolt 9828 feworid co uk mikegsingletonn freeserve co uk
Tel: 01633 421103 Teel: 01633 853224

Catherine Phulpott

Acknowledgements 1o lan Irving for his help and advice.




For those who have yet lo visi Newporl, Caereon bes
north east of our city on the banks of the River Usk. This
historic lown's histary goes back o the 3rd century AD to
the days of the Roman occupalion where the 3° Roman
Leguon had #s fortress, #s amphitheatre and barracks —
the remains of which can still ba seen lo (his day,
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Mike Singleton in conversation with -

f Russell Rhys

‘Aner my Georgian visit | had a vision of Caerleon

adorned with cultural icons, which belong to the peo-

ple, | admit | was ‘obsessive’ about it. | like sculp-

tures because | feel it allows popular participation: sculpture of the goddess of the River Usk. Covered by

people can be present at the making. The works can high tide, twice a day the goddess will be uncovered and

be seen, can be admired, people can relate to them washed by the river

and at the end of the process they own them. In some

countries sculptures have become central to their im- However none of these dreams are possible without the

age, think of the Little Mermaid in Copenhagen, the financial and generous support that came from the whole

Trevi Fountain in Rome; Caerleon can join the list, local communtty, from the highest public bodies to the or-
dinary citizen | am as proud of the financial teamwork

This year has been the first part of my dream - | am look- organised to support my dream, as | am of the dream Hit-

ing to create a ‘cntical mass’ of cultural, artstic and aes- sell’

thetic achievements certainly my ideas are ambitious,

mwmm‘m Brmm“'mm SEsErEs RS sEEREReEEr B s R eE N

sculplures but that will not be all. 'With the aid of ‘'senous

men with senous money’ there is a plan in my head fo A

honour the fact that the River Usk has the second highest &

rise and fall of any river in the world at 14m. From the

bare stone bedrock of the river will rise a massive Atﬂubqhnlngolwhlhmdﬂhhnhnq

memorable summer for perfect weather Caereon
hosted its first Arts Festival.

Dr Russell Rhys had a vision for Caerleon, an ambitious
one It was to take the form of an Arts Festival that would
establish Caerieon as en artistic and cultural centre, prin-
cipally for sculpture. Fascinatingly this vision was directly
inspired by his visit 1o Kutaisi in 2000 - his vision took

ot



shape when he saw the exquiste skill of Arsen Pochkhua
with boxwood. He realised that wood was the stufl of his
dreams. Wood is abundant and can generally be worked
quickly. Thus t can be said that this year's Sculpture
Symposium in Caereon was born in Georgia

Groups were sét up to organise and be responsible for
separate aspecis of the event Under Peter Appleton
Head of Sculpture at UWCN the Field Commitiee’ set out
to encourage sculptors of wood to apply to take part

MWMHMMMMlMMLﬁw
would like to. From this list 10 sculptors were invited

to take part. They came from as far away as the Republic
of China, Bulgaria, Czech Republic and three came from
the UK. The Arns Festival organisers were hugely in-
debted to the generosity of caerleon restaurateurs and
hoteliers who provided the artists with all their meals
and UWCN for the accommodation they gave

Other frings evenls wera
held such as potlery, craft
demonsirations,
children’s art exhibition, art
on the railings and & fun
chariot race - fun but laken
very seriously!

So, on a blazing hot early July afternoon, we wera highly
honoured to have Rhodri Margan AM, our own First Min-
ister for Wales open the Festival in a field where the
sculptors would be working for the following 10 days

Throughout the long hot days the sculplors worked sur-
rounded by visitors, all anxious 1o see how the lumps of
wood would be transformed, The artists at times prayed
for rain since they could see their work drying out rap-
idly. 10,000 people came to see  Ten beautiful works of
art were created

The sculptures belong to Caerleon and its people and
are being sensitively sited around the town This begins

what will be a sculpture trail By 2005 a further 20 will

be added to complete the grand wvision that is Russail's
but now shared by us all

Concears,

fad
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PHIL BEWS was moved by the
Romano-Celtic atmosphere so
. that his piece was both Roman and
Celtic The Roman head, with ils
helmet, is angular whilst the spirals
represent Celtic Ilyricism The
" woman emphasises the wvirtue of
femininity. The animal ightens the
sculpture, which insists @ must not
be taken too seriously - & IS & con-
juring tick, inking the two cultures

DAVE JOHNSON saw his wood as a
large cylinder, which he cut vertically
into 120-degree segmenis, these were
then tumed outwards to make 3 trian-
gles to represent the eternal triangle of
Arthur, Guinevere and Lancelot The

to the idea of Arthur and felt that this
story was the inspiration of this coun-
try She felt there was something fil-
mic in her work, maybe a connection
with the Egyptian Pharachs. She
wanted us to see a good and carnng
king, the first to establish moral au-

thorty

UL 5 god  He wanted to ca

by legendary figures. He
CTPTRI G B which had contact with

A was im-
portant to lighten the mass. The lop part
is like wings bul should also suggest fow-
ers. The finished piece should seem hard
and soft and strong

E0 HARRISON comes from a tamily of wood-carvers, his great-aunt started the tradition
C al the opening of the twentieth century. He wanted to capture the shape-shifting qualities of
+ the wood and also its plasticity, its ability to flow and change as you looked at it The charac-
o ter is Merfin, one forever trapped inside an oak tree  He wanted us to feel that this was a
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.' “acrleon Arcs [esoival 2004 PRSI SN0 O 100 SAAIED S ﬂ
i Www caerieon-arts org £
& We invite Georgian sculptors of wood 10 < j;:
apply o participate in next year's editor@bcasriecn-arts org E
i Sculpture Symposium catherine@philpolio828 feworid co Uk |

i possible.
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The Queen honours the Georgian Ambassador
His Excellency Mr. & Mrs Teimuraz Mamatsashvili

In April of this year H.E. Mr. Teimu-
raz Mamatsashvili and his wife re-
ceived an invitation from Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth Il to dine and

stay overnight at Windsor Castle.

His Excellency's hand-written note at the
bottom of the lefi-hand page will indicate
how much they enjoyed such a unique
experience.
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We would like to thank him for allowing us to publish
these pages. Very few of us have any idea as lo the
for such an occasion and found the guest-

list and seating arangements most interesting.

We all look forward 1o entertaining Georgia's Ambassador
here in Newport, one day.
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HNewport's 'Mary Rose'

The story of the discovery of the Newport Mediaeval Ship

By Ron McCormick

gn July 2002 the remarkably well-
preserved timber remains of a medi-
aeval ship were discovered during
building works for Newport’s new Arts
Centre being constructed in central
Newport on the banks of the River
Usk.

It is the most complete example of a
15th century merchant ship, thought
to have been about 1465, to be found
anywhere.

Although Newport's riverbank had long been
the centre of trade and life in the ancient
town - being close to the main thoroughfare
and only yards from the 12" century castle
at the heart of the mediaeval port Nowus
Burgus - planners did not expect to uncover
such a magnificent find.

Word of the discovery quickly spread
throughout the area following a feature in the
local newspaper and television news bulle-
tins and people flocked in their thousands to
see the vessel siowly being revealed from
under fifteen feet of Usk river mud. | was

amongst those who went to see it on the two
ing evenings

see what
e

ok

all the fuss was about Interest was so great
that an estimated 16,000 people queued for
hours to get a glimpse of the emerging ship

and the City Council
who own the site,
was eventually per-
suaded to open a
permanent viewing
platform. By No-
vember the ship was
finally raised and an
estimated forty
thousand visitors had passed through the
site and numerous articles had been pub-
lished in the international press and on
television.

& $National Treasure

It was a magnificent sight as day after day
archaeologists beavered away cleaning and
measuring, slowly revealing more and more of
the timber frame and uncovering hundreds

of extraordinary artefacts. In the words of
Sir Harry Jones, leader of Newport Council,
*The ship is magnificent” and the only known
example of an armed merchantman of this
period. As the only fifteenth century vessel
to have been discovered it represents a
missing link in north European maritime his-
tory and fills a gap between the 14" century
Bremen Cog and the 16" century Mary
Rose. It has been described as a cross be-
tween a Viking long-ship and the later cara-
vel design, it is nearly 25 metres long with a
beam of Bm and is a similar size to the Pinto -
one of Columbus' trio of ships that sailed on
his famous voyage of discovery to the Ameri-
cas in 1492

The Newport ship has been dendrochro-
nologically dated to the winter of 1465 and
had apparently recently returned from Portu-
gal, as witness the recovered examples of
Portuguese 'Merida ware' pottery, as well as
cork and coins of the sovereigns Alfonso V
and Duarte | who ruled in the 1430s.

The ship's importance to our maritime history
and traditions cannot be over-estimated, as
there is no parallel ship in the UK to com-



. It is indeed earlier

For Wales, this discovery complements finds
of ancient boats from the Gwent Levels in-
cluding the Roman boat from Magor ¢ 280-
320 AD and an earier mediaeval boat found
in the eroding foreshore at Magor Pill 1240
AD. This new startling find confirms this area
of South East Wales as the most prolific
source of such early maritime discovenes in
Britain and places it in @ unique position In
the sea-going history of these islands.

The Newport Ship answers a number of
questions on the evolutionary step between
a long ship and a later trading cog/caravel.

It would have been typical of the North Euro-
pean vessels upon which commerce relied,
and which explored the Americas. Many of
our great trading ports feature this type of
vessel on their seals, and the present find is
of intemational interest. As its secrets are
uncovered we will gain a window on to the
world of local seamen during the ‘Age of Dis-
covery’. The crew have been compared lo
astronauts, as they sailed across the Atlantic
to fish on the Grand Banks and probed previ-
ously unexplored waters, protected by their
faith and lucky charms. Such vessels would
have carried salt fish, necessary to the strict
religious observance of the 15th century
Europe. This ship would have probably car-
ried British wool and cloth out of the Sevemn
ports, sailing to Ireland, France and Spain,
undoubtedly it would have retumed laden

with spices and wine. The West coast of
Africa and even the Americas would easily
have been within its range as the vessel is
a similar size to John Cabot's ship the Mat-
thew in which he discovered Newfoundiand
in 1497.

it was a period of great invention and discov-
ery and the ability of the shipwrights and
sailors of the time should not be underest-
mated. The Newport ship was plying its At-
lantic trade over a hundred years before
Drake and fifty years before the Mary Rose.
Could this vessel have carried Henry Tudor
back from France? Could this type of ship
have served as transport for Welsh archers
during the Hundred Years War? Historians
are only now beginning the task of examin-
ing the social and economic context in which
she worked. Certainly, much is
already known about its con

Our Editor!!

e A

struction as ship experts have spent hun-
dreds of hours examining the complexities
of the carpentry. Archaeologists and histon-
ans have been amazed at the quality of the
craftsmanship and construction of the New-
port ship, as there is little evidence of decay
affecting the tmbers. Mts recovery was
slowed by many weeks while archaeolo-
gists grappled with wood and iron fixings
that refused to be parted from one another.

Caught in a Storm?

So how did such a magnificent ship come to
be abandoned on Newport's riverside?
Well a surprising amount has already been
discovered by archaeologists as they have
set about their task of recording its timbers.
Evidence of a cradle beneath the ship and a



large rope looped lengthways along the hull
indicate that she was hauled up the small
creek possibly for repairs. A doorway had
been cut into its starboard side and steps fit-
ted to allow access into the hold, presumably
to enable large timbers to be easily brought
into the work area. It is in this lower deck
area that the first clues to its probable fate
were to be found.

The remains of two pumps for emptying bilge
water were found near the mast step. The
unexpected remains of two further pumps
were also found, one in the stern and one in
the bow, and caused experts to wonder if
these were extra pumps installed because
the ship was badly leaking. The keel is made
of beech, unlike the rest of the mainly oak
vessel, and ship expert Owain Roberts has
indicated that this is a replacement keel. The

rest of the hull shows signs of heavy wear

and various repairs, the keel however is
largely unmarked and may have been only
months old before the ship finished its work-
ing life. But the really tantalising piece of evi-
dence so far discovered is to be found on the
keelson at the mast step. Along with the
mast and ng this crucial element can only be

described as the main powerhouse of the ves-
sel - its ‘engine’. As archaeologists cleaned
away the centuries of accumulated mud they
uncovered a catastrophic crack across the
mast step and evidence of a running repair
This would have led to great instability in the
mast and the most homendous creaking as the
mast flexed under the full force of the wind.
Had the Newport ship succumbed to a major
storm losing its power as the mast step gave
way under the pressure? Was she unable to
continue her joumey and forced to limp into

port? Why was a full repair or replacement
never completed and why was she finally

abandoned in that riverside creek to be can-
nibalised and left for dead, finally to be en-
veloped by the choking Usk river mud?

@ SFuture unravelling its Wistorp
Five hundred and fifty years later and after
more than 6 months of painstaking archaeo-
logical deconstruction the ship is now safely
out of its muddy grave. The search for an-
swers however, is only just beginning as his-
torians and archaeologists begin their work
of putting this mediaeval jigsaw puzzie back
together again. The ship timbers are pres-
ently undergoing recording and conservation
that will take many years to complete.
Helped by a £3.5 million grant from the
Wales National Assembly, Newport City
Council has proposed a plan to display the
reconstructed ship in a special purpose built
gallery in the basement of the New Arts Cen-
tre only yards from where it was first discov-
ered,

what is clear is that with this ship the people
of Newport and South Wales have gained an
extraordinary insight to our ancient maritime
heritage. It is also a pan-European heritage
and one that will draw visitors from right
across the world - and something of which
we should all be proud.

To find out more about the Newport Mediae-
val Ship visit

www thenewportship.com
The website of the

Friends of the Newport Ship

or write to
3 - 4 North Street,
Newport, NP20 1JZ South Wales,

Ron McCormick
Vice Chairman
Friends of the Newport Ship

All photographs © Ron McCormick



@) Chc KNIGHT IN THE PANTDER'S SKIN (@

Far our new readors a surnmary of what has gone before
Part 1 introduced us fo three heroes

TARIEL is the knight in the panther's skin, so called because he wore the skin and head of one in honour of his
lady, NESTAN-DAREJAN, who he thought of as a panther. She had been abducted and he was on a quesl fo
find her

AVTANDIL encountered the sad knight on his quest. To win the hand of TINATIN, his king's daughter, he had
promised her to find the panther knight again

NURADIN PRIDON was mel by TARIEL in the course of his search for NESTAN. He told the knight about &
beautiful woman he had encountered who the panther knight was sure was his love and so PRIDON became a

parf of the ques! foo

And so we continue the saga:

There was great sorrow at the court of ROSTEVAN
when AVTANDIL left. The despair he felt at leav-
ing TINATIN reduced him to floods of tears as he
journeyed to the forested wilderness.

Afer a long journey he reached the cave where AS-
MAT told him her master had gone on his search leav-
ing @ message for AVTANDIL to follow him. He set off
at once and found TARIEL sitting by a large lion he
had just killed

TARIEL was in the depths of despair, wishing for
death. Only after much urging were his spirits revived
and they joumeyed back to the cave Then, the fol-
lowing moming the two friends set off once more and
soon reached the sea-shore where they separated
AVTANDIL rode east to seek NURADIN PRIDON and
TARIEL rode west to continue his search

After several days journey AVTANDIL reached the
coast near the Turkish border. There he was enler-
tained lavishly by PRIDON and told the story of
TARIEL's continuing fruiless search.  Then AV-
TANDIL set off again, in the company of PRIDON's
finest knights

A hundred days travelling brought them to a greatl
gathering of merchants. The merchants, having trav-
elied from Baghdad with treasures and fabrics for
trading, were in great distress as they were afraid to
sel out in their ship for fear of pirates

The great hero AVTANDIL dismmissed ther fears and
promised to defend them. Courage retumed fo the
merchants and so they sel sail AfRer a few days
pleasant sailing they were attacked by pirates bul AV-
TANDIL fought and killed them all

The merchants, overjoyed at their delivery by their
champion, offered him all their treasures. This offer
he refused saying it was God who delivered them but
he did have a request. He asked that he be allowed
to disguise himself as a merchant and become head
of the caravan so that he could continue the search on

which he was engaged

This was agreed and, after many days travelling, they
amived at a great port and were greeted by PATHAN

KHATUN the wife of the chief merchant, a woman of
great beauty and wealth. She, though no loenger
young, was filled with great desire when she saw AV-
TANDIL and wrale him a letter full of love

Though surpnsed, AVTANDIL decided to respond 1o
her advances as he saw her as a possible source of
information about NESTAN-DAREJAN. He wrote to
her and a meeting was arranged

That evening, as they embraced, a young man en-
tered their chamber and cursed PATHAN and threat-
ened her with punishment to come. When he left she
was terrified and implored him to kill the youth, He, at
once, went out, killed the youth, threw his body into
the sea and returned to PATHAN

On his refurn she explained why she had begged him
to kill the youth

rooms. After some time she showed the girl, who was
NESTAN-DAREJAN, to her husband but swore him to

secrecy

However, when her husband went next 1o the king's
court, in a drunken fit, he told the king about the beau-
tiful girl and promised her as wife to the king's son



rf:-m She was immediately brought to the
[N Y  king's court where she dazzled every-
CRatrH  one with her beauty. The king ordered
SRS that when his son returned from a war
he was fighting he should marry
NESTAN. She, horrified at this proposal, said noth-
ing but bribed her guards to let her escape
PATHAN gave her a magnificent horse upon which
she fled the country

After a long journey their meeting with
PRIDON was a joyous occasion but
short-lived as they wished to go quickly
to KUTATI. After much debate, on the
advice of PRIDON, they took only three
hundred knights rather than a large army
and set off travelling by night and resling
by day.

U
3 z 4
A %
"g gza .
:

{

g

g

3

Ezs
i

said she had learned that NESTAN-
now in the hands of the KAJI, a peo-
who, though human, had magical gifts and prac-
tised sorcery. She was held in a greal fortress and
guarded by ten thousand knights. The ruler, DULAR-
DUKHT, had decreed that she be married to his son,
ROSAN, when he had returned from a funeral in an-
other land

i
§e3

On hearing this AVTANDIL revealed his true identity
and told the story of TARIEL's search He begged
PATHAN to help him free the imprisoned NESTAN.
She agreed and sent a slave, wrapped in a magical
cloak of invisibility, to carry a lefter to NESTAN. This
the siave accomplished and retumed with letters for
PATHAN and TARIEL

Immediately upon the stave's retum AVTANDIL sent
his attendant knights to PRIDON to tell him of
NESTAN's imprisonment whilst he sailed off to find
TARIEL. Teo his delight he found him in the cave and
with great joy handed him the letter from NESTAN

They immediately prepared to set off for the KAJI
stronghold but first TARIEL took AVTANDIL behind
the cave where, amongst the treasure trove of an an-
cient . were three suits of magical armour in
which they clothed themselves, taking the third suit
for PRIDON

they
with booty and set off for their homelands.

First they journeyed to the court where they

and thanked PATHAN and gave the
land of the KAJI to the king. Then they took
ship and joumeyed to PRIDON'S court
where ASHAT was waiting. There TARIEL
and NESTAN were mamied in great splen-
dour

MEL HARRIS
llustrated by Cathenng Phipolt
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On the 7th May of this year we had the wonderful occasion of a wedding here in
Newport benween Katie and Androw.
We send our ﬁm::rfrﬁ congranularions ro the wjoung mu_pfr and wish them a very fmr._n; and happy

f_ifc together.

Pat Wiight with Kalie

Lﬂlhmuquﬁcm. One cold November
evening, far away from home, family and friends | met
him in the street and that was it

We've been together since then [t was ke magic, the
link, one after another  Firstly, when | was going 1o ex-
plain where Georgia was, | was happily surprised that An-
drew aiready knew, he told me that some students from

Kutaisi stayed in his parents house Later we found out
that my cousin,

Rosemary & & Tato used to play
Derek Buller football with An-
celebrating the dréw and his friend

happy occasion Tom (who is my
nesghbour  now)
when visiting New-
port three years
ago. Then it ap-

peared that Pal

was Andrew's family's old
friend. | remamber when | in-
troduced him to Pat she sad -
‘Andrew Rock of course, |
should have guessed”

I

| want to thank Judy
Marnis from Charles
Street  Community
Learning Centre for
heiping me pass the
CAE exam and for
the opportunity of vol-
untary work teaching
English to foreign stu-
dents - something |
always wanted to do
Next year | hope to
enrol on a Teaching

English as a Foreign Language TEFL course, run either
in Bristol (some chance to liase with the Bristol-Thbilisi
Association perhaps!') or Bath

Andrew L tallung fo our Secrelary
Vere Brown and her husband

It is hard 1o be so far
from my family, fends
and neighbours.  It's not
also easy to establish
new priomies, to star up
building new plans for
the future

| want to say that An-

drew 's Mum and Dad _

hﬂmpdd h:t t:‘mbﬂ“: Above L' Talo. Katie's cousin
e " " who came over from Kutaisi

warmm welcome 10 N g, the wedding seen with

family, great support and Catherine Phipott

love | will always appre-

ciate their kindness and try to pass & on 1o the baby we

are expecting

Finaity, | want to say that # is all due to the Association
and in fact, the fnendship between cities can really make
the world appear smaller, families larger, connection and
understanding between people from different countries or
cultures stronger.  Trust my word - I've got experience’

Ratig Bwa =



Maka's Virtual Buildings Bring
Plans for New Hospital to Life

A student from Newport's twin town of Kutaisi is
playing a hi-tech role in the creation of Cardiff's
new children’s hospital. Mariam Melkadze - who
is known as Maka — trained as an architect in her
native Georgia before coming to study for an MA
in Multimedia at the University of Wales College,
Newport (UWCN).

Now she is making full use of her professional skills
by working pari-time as an architectural assistant at
the offices of Newport architects
Boyes Rees. Using the latest
computer technolagy, she creates
sophisticated 3D models which
bring architects’ plans to life
Maka's designs are displayed on
a computer screen and enable
clients to take a “virtual tour® of
new buildings before construction
work begins. She also uses her
expertise to create life-like 3D pic-
tures of proposed buildings - the
modern equivalent of traditional
architect's drawings

Architecture is in Maka's blood — her father is an
architect - and, since qualfying in 1889, she has
worked on civic building design and urban redevel-
opment assignments both in her native Georgia
and in Germany. She found out about the MA
course through her contacts with the Newport Ku-
taisi Twinming Association, which was set up o
celebrate the cultural links between the two cilies
*| came over on 8 vist to find out about the course
and it rained all the time,” she said | was wonder-
ing, where is the sun in Wales? MNow |
love it Caereon, whera | am study-
ing, has a wonderful landscape and is

50 quiet and peacetul *

She is vary enthusiastic about study-
ing for an MA at LWCHN. | was at-
tracted to the course because i's so
flexible, and gives people from differ-
ent backgrounds the opporunty to
make full use of multimedia in their
work. The tutors are excellent and
very supportive. It has opened up
many new doors for me and s giving
me a new understanding of multime-

Among the projects she is currently _ ‘Mdiu My ambition now is to find a job

working on are plans for a children’s 0 L s s usi ,.I.iﬂmelunmummﬂ
hospital in Cardiff and the extension ... ier technology fo bring the skills | am gaining here.”

to a Newport secondary school.

*| am very pleased to be able to work at my chosen
profession whilst studying here,” said 25-year-old
Maka, who trained for five years at the Georgian
Technical University Institute of Architecture “The
people | am working with are really wonderful, very
fnendly and helpful. I's very satistying to be able to
gain new skills by using computer technology which
ties in with the Masters degree | am studying at
UWCN "

architect’s plans (o life

Press release issved by
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Further information from:
Phil Mansell,
Press and Communicalions Officer
Tel: 01633 432822 Fax: 01611 412988
Email; press@@newport.ac.uk

DAVID MEGRELISHVILI IS OUR NEW STUDENT
Everyone here in Newport is delighted to meet our latest arrival who has -
come to take up the 2003 place at University of Wales College Newport.

We extend our very warmest welcome to David Megrelashvili 24 who has already

begun his studies at Alt-yr-Yn College for a Masters in Business Administration

qualificaton

Previously he studied law at Javakhihivili State University gaining a Diploma and
was, belore coming here, working at the Kutaisi branch of the National Bank of

Georga

Many of us remember him from our visits to Kutaisi and look forward 1o

meeting him again

David can be contacted through Barnard Tyson.




From Peler & Ann Goodman
Chepstow South Wales

Reading Anel we are constantly impressed by lhe
amazing achievements of Georgia, bearing in mind
how small the country is Georgians have always
made a sizable mark on their big nelighbour, Russia, in
Communist times and before. If a Russian tex
needed a myslerious and beautiful hercine then they
always seemed to reach for a Georgian pnncess. You
have included a number of interesting Georgian men,
we especially enjoyed the fascinating works of Piros-
mani, we have also heard about an inspiring Georgian
queen and a star female student - look forward to
learning more about the men and women who have
made the Georgia we know and who are making the
Georgta of the future

We also enjoy reading about what makes this part of
our own small nation special Everybody is excited
about the wonderful ship that has emerged from the
mud of the River Usk. Newport is starting to escape
from the shadow of our own big brother, Cardiff. We
hope to find out more about the past, present and fu-
ture of our own new city, we Newportonians, perhaps,
do not stop and look and think about Newport enough

Keep up the good work

m

The wedding took place recently between Egnate
Sandukhadze (Tato) and Eka.

It was a wonderful, tradi-
tional Georgian wedding
attended by a 100

all the very best for their future happiness
We look forward to meeting them both one
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From Caroline Brown

Leatherhead Surrey

| very much enjoyed reading about the ship. | can
now see it is as wide as the widest part of our
lounge and three times as long as that | was also
interested to read that they had taken R apart to lift
but was rather sad at their having to cut through the
treewood nails which had done such a valiant job
over the last 600 years. | wish | had been able to
view from the platform! &t will certainly give the
Georgians an impression of the respect we have for

| am looking forward to
of "The Knight in the Panther's Skin." It reminds me
ﬂmmhmmumtnmduum all

il
i
4

| liked the Niko Pirosmani
pages. That big, rather naive
picture of Margareta reminds
me of the picture of a boy on
a biue by (I
think) Picasso. Same bold
lines and full figure on the
canvas. Did you bring back
any Georgian wine? | would
be very happy to "déguste” a
ittle of the red one day'

Finally, for Asiel, | thought

your choice and presentation of the photos on the
back page was absolutely stunning. They just
jumped out at me.

Caroline, a ieacher of the French language once hived m
Newport and still retaing a keen interest in the city that

wais once her haome for some years.

ewport Kutast Twinning Association
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