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25 YEARS OF NEWPORT KUTAISI FRIENDSHIP  

CELEBRATED AT BRITISH EMBASSY IN TBILISI 

Following an invitation from Alexandra Hall Hall, Her 

Majesty’s Ambassador in Tbilisi, NKTA members includ-

ing  Dame Rosemary Butler AM Presiding Officer of the 

National Assembly for Wales, Sonia Fisher (Chair), Derek 

Butler, Colin Mason, Caroline McLachlan, Cllr. Gail Giles, 

Sylvia Mason and Nerys Lines visited Georgia in June 

as the Ambassador’s guests at the annual Queen’s 

Birthday Party at the British Embassy in Tbilisi. 

Although the  

event honours 

the Queen’s 

birthday, the 

Ambassador 

took advantage 

of the occasion 

to celebrate the 

many achieve-

ments resulting from the 25 years of the twinning of New-

port and Kutaisi and the growing links between Wales 

and Georgia . 

Amongst the 400 guests were members 

of Tbilisi’s diplomatic community, Geor-

gian VIPs, local and visiting business-

people,  many Kutaisi Newport Interna-

tional Association members including its 

Chair Professor Madonna Megrelishvili 

and us, the eight NKTA members.   

Guests were welcomed to a Welsh flag bedecked Em-

bassy with speeches by HMA Hall Hall, Rosemary and 

the Speaker of the Georgian Parliament. 

Both the Ambassador and Rosemary spoke of the warm 

friendship and the productive business, educational, cul-

tural and other exchanges between Newport and Kutaisi 

and the Speaker emphasised how greatly these achieve-

ments were valued in Georgia. 

Rosemary also announced 

that a WRU President’s rug-

by team will be visiting 

Georgia next year. 

Guests were entertained by 

the Georgian Choir `Kutaisi` 

and the London based Welsh Choir `Eschoir` which had 

flown in especially for the occasion. Fine Georgian wine 

was served together with Welsh lamb, laver bread and 

cockles, fish & chips and cakes decorated with Welsh 

dragons. The evening ended with a spectacular firework 

display.  Many guests commented that it was one of the 

most enjoyable diplomatic parties ever held in Tbilisi. 

During her visit Rosemary spoke at events with students, 

academics, political and business leaders to describe 

how Wales promoted its interests within the EU, and how 

it benefitted in return.  This was relevant given  the need 

to reassure some quarters in Georgia about the impact 

on the country’s identity of closer association with the EU. 

Later the Ambassador wrote thanking NKTA members for 

their enthusiastic support in making the Queen’s Birthday 

Party `truly special`. 

Rosemary was obliged to return to London the following 

day while other NKTA members travelled on to Kutaisi. 

This following pages of the Newsletter provide an account 

of  the programme surrounding the Embassy Party during 

a short but memorable visit to both Tbilisi and Kutaisi.  

Photographs  1. HMA Alexandra Hall Hall & Dame Rosemary Butler,  2. Cutting the 

Welsh dragon cake,  3. Sylvia & Colin Mason,  4. HMA Alexandra Hall Hall, NKTA Chair 

Sonia Fisher & KNIA Chair Professor Madonna Megrelishvili,  5. The Welsh Choir. 



Undoubtedly the Embassy Party  was the highlight of our visit.  

It was an ideal way of celebrating all that the twinning has 

achieved over the past quarter century.  As stated by the Am-

bassador in her speech, and echoed by others, the twinning is 

widely recognised as a model for city links worldwide. 

Although the visit was hugely enjoyable, a number of serious 

discussions were held on ways of extending co-operation be-

tween the two cities. This, very briefly, is an account of our 

week in its entirety 

We arrived soon after midnight on Monday 9th June and were 

met by a  welcoming party that included the Deputy UK Am-

bassador and many friends. 

Later, somewhat refreshed, some of us went on a tour of Tbili-

si with Madona Tkeshelashvili, a much loved friend who has 

played a central part in the twinning from its earliest years. 

Others spent a leisurely morning with other Georgian friends . 

In the afternoon we were welcomed to Tbilisi’s Ilia University 

where the UK Ambassador, the Director of the British Geor-

gian Chamber of Commerce, Dame Rosemary and the Uni-

versity Rector answered students’ questions.  This was fol-

lowed by a reception and dinner hosted by the Ambassador at 

one of Tbilisi’s top restaurants where we mingled with Embas-

sy personnel, British, Georgian and American business peo-

ple, Madonna Megrelishvili and other KNIA members and the 

members of the Welsh choir who had just arrived. 

The evening ended with an impromptu concert of Welsh cho-

ral singing on the restaurant balcony as we looked over a 

breath-taking panorama of floodlit Tbilisi 

On Tuesday, Rosemary and the Ambassador  continued with 

their programme of engagements while the rest of us again 

explored Tbilisi with Madona T or chatted with friends, many 

having arrived from Kutaisi in preparation for the  Embassy 

Party that evening. 

Rosemary attended more 

engagements with the Am-

bassador on Wednesday 

before leaving for the UK. 

The rest of us prepared for 

the journey to Kutaisi but, 

before leaving, enjoyed a 

delicious lunch at the home 

of Dr Nana Dzidzidguri, her husband Lado and son Giorgi. 

On arrival in Kutaisi we were welcomed by a large party of 

friends and, after leaving our luggage at our hotel, we visited 

the primary school `The Strength of the Country` and met its 

Director, Associate Professor Manana Karkashvili.  Manana, 

an active member of KNIA, always makes us welcome.  Her 

school has an interesting and innovative curriculum and is 

housed in an elegant but, until recently, dilapidated mansion 

that many years ago belonged to members of Kutaisi’s old 

aristocracy. As Manana renovates the property it is slowly 

giving up its secrets.  During a splendid meal in one of the fine 

schoolrooms we chatted with Manana, her husband David 

and their colleagues about their educational plans.  

Finally we retired to our hotel and, about then, a heavy storm 

started that lasted almost continuously for the next 48 hours. 

On Thursday we received an official welcome at Kutaisi  City 

Hall given from the Governor of Imereti, Zaza Meparishvili, 

First Deputy Governor, Salome Iobadze (the first woman in 

Georgia to hold such a leading position) and Acting Mayor, 

Nodar Mikiashvili.  We were also delighted to meet Kutaisi’s 

International Officer, David Megrelishvili, known to many of us 

from his years of study in Newport and his time as Assistant 

Manager of 

The Priory, 

Caerleon.  

The Gover-

nor is a long-

time member 

of KNIA as is 

his wife Eka 

Archvadze, a 

Professor of English at the Akaki Tsereteli State University.  

After a formal exchange of greetings we posed for photo-

graphs, enjoyed light refreshments and exchanged commem-

orative certificates and gifts. 

Georgia has very recently been admitted as an Associate 

Member of the EU and it is hoped that closer business links 

can now be established between our two nations and, in par-

ticular, our two cities. 

After a visit to the recently rehoused Kutaisi State Museum 

and viewing  a truly awesome display of Christian relics dating 

back well over a thousand years our next stop was the KNIA 

Office at the English Language Centre (ELC). 

Photographs  1.  Lunch at the home of Nana, Lado & David.  2.  Welcomed at City Hall by the 

Governor & First Deputy Governor of Imereti & the Acting Mayor.  3. The informal party that 

followed.  4.  The meeting at the ELC of NKTA and KNIA members, chaired by Madonna.   



 

 

Madonna Megrelishvili 

is not only the Director 

of the ELC, she and 

Rosemary co-founded 

the sister twinning as-

sociations and she has 

remained the highly 

admired and respected 

Chair of KNIA ever since.  Under Madonna’s chairmanship 

everyone contributed to a discussion on the present state 

of the twinning and our future plans,  It was one of the most 

important and useful events of the week and ended with an 

exchange of gifts, hugs and group photographs. 

The day continued with a  tour of the impressive Beau 

Monde Clinic with its Director Dr Mamuka Melkadze and his 

wife Eka.  Mamuka founded his clinic after spending time 

as a visiting doctor at the Royal Gwent Hospital many years 

ago.  Afterwards Mamuka provided us with a fabulous din-

ner at the stylish White Bridge Club owned by Mamuka’s 

(and our) friend Avtandil where we dined on the balcony 

just a few feet above the River Rhioni, by now a raging tor-

rent due to the continuous heavy rain. 

On Friday, our final full day in Kutaisi, we followed a busy 

schedule.  Our first stop was the Rector’s office at the Akaki 

Tsreteli State University.  ATSU has had close links with 

the University in Newport since 1990 and they have includ-

ed exchanged visits by previous Principals, other academ-

ic, administrative and library staff and students.   

It is hoped that this much valued association will continue 

now that our University has been merged into the new Uni-

versity of South Wales and Caroline is working to form 

fresh links between the two University Heads and the two 

International Departments.  This matter was central to our 

discussions with Rector Professor Giorgi Gavtdze and In-

ternational Officer David Gehechkori.  The Rector was pre-

sented with a letter from the USW’s Vice Chancellor inviting 

him to Wales for discussions that we hope will lead to the 

signing of a new Memorandum of Agreement between the 

two Universities. 

While at ATSU we met many students and participated in a 

question and 

answer session 

when the topics 

ranged from 

equality issues 

to the Scottish 

referendum with 

the students 

demonstrating 

an impeccable 

mastery of Eng-

lish.  The high 

quality of language teaching at ATSU was in evidence 

again when a group of students in Elizabethan costumes 

read a selection of Shakespeare’s sonnets when it was ap-

parent that the students fully understood the content of the 

sonnets and appreciated their  wordplay and poetry. 

After lunch in the cheery company of Eka Archvadze and 

Deputy Rector Shalva Kirtadze (a keen Liverpool AFC sup-

porter) we were driven to a venue that some of us have 

wanted to visit for many years: Kutaisi’s Puppet Theatre. 

We were the special guests at a performance that is mainly 

intended for young children but that cannot fail to delight an 

audience of all 

ages.  The 

`play's pur-

pose is to en-

courage 

youngsters to 

appreciate the 

beauty of the 

Georgian 

countryside 

and the pup-

pets, representing animals, birds and country folk set 

against colourful backdrops painted in an abstract idiom by 

highly talented artists, were operated by skilled puppeteers.  

When the curtain fell we gave the show a standing ovation 

and were then taken backstage to meet all the participants 

involved including the delightful 

mice, rabbits, cats and foxes 

that had given us so much 

pleasure. 

 

 

Photographs   

1.  Discussions at the ELC.  2.  Dinner at the 

White Bridge Club with Mamuka, Eka & 

Avtandil.  3,  Discussions at ATSU with Rector 

Gavtadze, International Officer Gegechkori 

and Caroline.  4.  Sylvia with ATSU students.  

5.  Backstage at the Puppet Theatre.  6.  

Nerys and friend.    

 



The  Farewell Party on the Friday evening was one of the 

most informal, noisiest and enjoyable `supras` many of us 

can ever remember.  Governor Zaza Meparishvili, Rector 

Giorgi Gavtadze, Shota Murgulia (who was elected the new 

Mayor of Kutaisi on the Sunday following our departure) and 

nearly all our Georgian friends were there including both Ma-

donna Megrelishvili and Madona Tkeshelashvili, as was the 

`Kutaisi` Choir who had sung so magnificently at the Embas-

sy Party earlier in the week.  They greeted us like old friends 

and entertained 

us with both 

their music and 

their impromptu 

Georgian danc-

ing.  As the 

plates of deli-

cious food 

stacked up on 

the tables in the 

`three dimen-

sional` manner so characteristic of Georgian hospitality (one 

dish piled on top of another) and we were plied with fine 

Georgian wine, we were called upon to respond to the toasts 

offered to us by the `tamada` who managed to keep order 

amongst the pleasantly semi-chaotic proceedings.  The tama-

da, by the way, was none other than Shava Kirktadze, 

ATSU’s Deputy Rector dressed in genuinely antique Geor-

gian costume  with accompanying daggers, bullet belt and 

purses - all museum worthy items.   

The evening was unforgettable and proof indeed of the firm 

friendship that has developed between the people of two cit-

ies at opposite ends of the European continent. 

 

The following morning, Madonna and our many Kutaisi  com-

rades waved us off as we started on our long journey home, 

made even longer by a huge rock-fall that had blocked the 

main road from Kutaisi to Tbilisi during the night.  However 

Madona T accompanied us as our mini-bus took the alterna-

tive and breathtakingly beautiful route through the mountains 

and finally, at the airport, was there to embrace us and wave 

us off as we passed though the departure gate.  A fitting end 

to a momentous week for both Twinning Associations. 

Derek Butler      

 

Photographs  1.  Nerys, Sonia, Sylvia, Gail and members of the `Kutaisi` choir  2.  Nino interpreting 

for Derek with Irma, Giorgi, Shalva (the tamada) and Eka.  3.  Nana, Rusiko, Natia, Tsitsino and 

Lyalya.    

Speak Georgian 

nakhvamdis - see you later 

khvalamde - see you tomorrow 

khval - tomorrow 

bodishi - sorry 

sakartvelo - Georgia 

dzalian - very 

lamazia - it’s beautiful 

dzalian lamazia - very beautiful 

gemrielia - it’s tasty 

dzalian gemriella - it’s very tasty 

batono Giorgi - polite way of addressing men 

kalbatono Madonna - polite way of addressing 

women 

sad - where 

sad aris universiteti? - where is the university? 

sad aris restorani? - where is the restaurant? 
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